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NIEJI Update

vIncreased Elder Abuse Codes from 40 in 2011 to 
100 in 2019

vDeveloped 8 online educational training 
modules

v16 tribes received 1-year, $20K elder abuse 
innovation grants to develop or expand 
programs

vNEMS completed by 373 participants 
representing 27 tribes
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NIEJI Website
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NIEJI Website Continued
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Training Modules
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Elder Abuse Grants
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Native Elder Maltreatment 
Study NEMS

vApproval from UND IRB and each tribes 
provides tribal approval before participating.

vTribally-based participatory research
vTribe’s role

ØProvide tribal approval and own the data
ØCollects survey data

vNEIJI’s role
ØProvides training and technical assistance
ØAnalyzes the data
ØProvides information on interpretation
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NEMS Demographics

Male, 119, 33%

Female, 246, 67%

Gender

<HS, 70, 19%

HS/GED, 110, 
30%

>HS, 187, 51%

Education

Married/Life 
Partner, 121, 

33%
Single/Not 

Married/Widowe
d/Separated, 

248, 67%

Relationship Status

Age
N 373
Range 50-101 years
Majority 59-76 years
Mean 66.9 ± 8.4 years
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NEMS Subscales
N=373

Subscale Mean Standard 
Deviation Cronbach α

H/S EAST 5.65 2.39 0.698

NELS-FE 29.00 10.80 0.741

NELS-N 11.40 5.60 0.640

NELS-PP 7.30 2.60 0.435

CTS 0.08 0.47 0.295

Hwalek-Sengstock Elder Abuse Screening Test (H/S EAST; 27); Native Elder Life 
Scale (NELS) – Financial Exploitation (FE; 9); NELS-Neglect (N; 12), NELS-
Psychological and Physical (PP; 6), and Conflict Tactics Scale (CTS; 12).
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NEMS Selected Data
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NEMS Selected Data
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NEMS Selected Data
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NEMS Selected Data
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NIEJI NEMS

vThe most commonly endorsed items concerned
Ø“helping to support someone” (49.5%).
Ø“family borrows money and doesn’t give it 

back” (41.7%). 
vConversely those quite uncommon were:

Ø“threatened with knife or gun in the past 
year” (1.3%).

Ø“kicked, bit, or hit with a fist in past year” 
(3%). 
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NIEJI NEMS

vAbout 1 in 4 adults reported being left alone 
when they needed help.

v1 in 12 adults indicated someone had taken 
personal property without permission. 
Ø1 in 6 indicated family takes their possessions 

without permission and sells or pawns them. 
v1 in 7 indicated they have run out of food or 

medication due to family use of money for 
something else. 
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NEMS Summary

vThis was a 2-year pilot study
vMost comprehensive collection of elder abuse 

data for Indigenous people that has been 
undertaken.

vIncludes American Indian tribes, Alaska Native 
villages, and Hawaiian homesteads.

vContinuing to partner with tribes that are 
interested, however; CoVID has impacted that 
process.
ØInnovative ways of data collection have developed!

16



9

For more information go to the NIEJI 
Website:  Http://nieji.org

Or contact Jacque Gray, PhD at
Email: Jacqueline.gray@und.edu

Phone: 701-777-0582

Wado (Thank You)
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