Adult Protective Services Safety Screening Tool

	Referent (print):
	Client name:
	Date:


If an elder is in a life-threatening situation, summon emergency services and follow safety protocol.  Note response in section below.
Section: Safety Concerns. Look for each of the factors that may signal the presence of current concern or danger to the elder. Answer yes or no for each safety concern based on the information known at the time.
	
	Yes
	No

	Elder experienced serious bodily injury, or a credible threat of serious bodily injury, and circumstances suggest safety is of current concern as evidenced by:
· Wrongdoer accused of physical abuse continues to have access to the elder
· Wrongdoer or person with access to the elder has threatened to harm or stated they will harm the elder
	☐
	☐

	Sexual abuse of the elder/vulnerable adult is suspected and circumstances suggest safety is of current concern as evidenced by:
· Wrongdoer accused of sexual abuse continues to have access to the elder
	☐
	☐

	Elder’s residence is unfit for habitation and circumstances suggest safety is of current concern as evidenced by:
· Lack of utilities or biological hazards prevent the elder’s ability to care for self or caregiver’s ability to care for elder
· Structural damage to residence leaves the elder exposed to the elements 
	☐
	☐

	Elder demonstrates mental distress or disorientation and circumstances suggest safety is of current concern as evidenced by:
· Elder or wrongdoer exhibited suicidal ideation or acts
· Elder is engaging in self-destructive behavior that poses an imminent danger to self or community
	☐
	☐

	Elder does not have the necessary supports in place to provide for self and circumstances suggest safety is of current concern as evidenced by:
· Elder is left alone for inappropriate amounts of time based on ability to provide for self
· Elder does not attend to their own basic needs for survival (including medical care, clothing, food)
· Elder is experiencing homelessness

	☐
	☐

	Elder needs immediate intervention in order to protect finances.  
· There is immediate financial risk if no intervention is made
· Elder needs banking assistance to freeze accounts or protect assets

	☐
	☐


Section: Safety Decision. The safety decision is based on the referent’s answers to a series of three questions: 1) were any safety concerns identified?; 2) did the elder consent to sufficient protective services to mitigate identified safety concerns?; and 3) does the referent have concerns regarding the elder’s decision-making ability? Answers are based on referent knowledge at time of the safety screening.
	
	Yes
	No

	Are there safety concerns for the elder/vulnerable adult?
	Continue to next question.
	Green

	Did the elder consent to sufficient services to address all safety concerns you identified?
	Yellow
	Continue to next question.

	Does the referent have concerns regarding the elder’s decision-making ability based on the information obtained ?
	Red
	Yellow


Section: Actions. The final action the investigator will take is based on the safety decision.
	☐
	Green
	Continue with investigation.

	☐
	Yellow
	Attempt to communicate identified concerns with elder and with appropriate MDT/EPT staff at earliest opportunity.

	☐
	Red
	Attempt to communicate identified concerns with elder and with appropriate MDT/EPT staff immediately (as soon as it is safe to do so).



Who is the elder’s emergency point of contact (POC)?  Who are the backup contacts if that person is not available?  What is the backup plan?





If there is a life-threatening emergency, call 911 then refer to state APS.






For Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) or Elder Protection Team (EPT)

(If emergency services were called) Emergency services referral and response.  Who was called and when.  What is still needed?  



Original reason for referral:



Concerns:



Disciplines needed at the MDT/EPT.




List of resources or persons who can be contacted for assistance: 

	Resource
	Contact person/phone/email
	What they can provide

	Adult Protective Services


	
	APS investigations and referrals for services
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